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Routinely collected narrative data 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Clinician notes, letters are part of routinely 
collected data 

L. Hirschman, CSHALS 2013 



What’s in clinical narrative? 

Diseases, problems, symptoms   
acute dizzyness, nausea 

Anatomy   
upper eyelid, tongue, throat 

Drugs/medications 
steroids, desloratadine, zoladex 

 
 
 
 
 

Adverse drug events 
differentiate from symptoms 

Diagnostic/therapeutic 
procedures 

hysterectomy 

Behaviour/quality of life 
anxiety, problems at work, poor 
sleep 



What use cases we have? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



State of the art 

i2b2 2014 challenge 



Where are the challenges and 
barriers? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



What next – how to proceed? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



What next – how to proceed? 

 

-  HEXAnord in the Nordic and Baltic 
countries 

-  GMDS in Germany 

-  UK’s Healtex  
 
 
 
 



Plan 

Introduction 

Examples of clinical text mining projects 

Break out session 

Plenary discussion 
 
 
 
 
 


